
Replay to the Comment on Association of FLT3-internal 
tandem duplication length with overall survival in acute 
myeloid leukemia: a systematic review and meta-analysis

We thank Tong and Schoones for their just and critical ap-
praisal of our manuscript with regards to our search strat-
egy.1 We agree that our search strategy might have 
benefited from more exhaustive discussion and specifi-
cation to facilitate reproducible research. Since the more 
elaborate search strategy proposed by Tong and Schoones 
identified more references in all databases, we sought to 
investigate whether we missed any additional relevant ref-
erences and if these references  could possibly affect our 
results. We detail below that under Tong and Schoones’ 
search strategy, our results remain unchanged.  
We reviewed the additional 338 references from the 
PubMed search, which yielded no relevant articles. The 
same applied for the 55 (53 when limited from 1996 to 
2021) additional references from the Cochrane Library (re-
viewing our data, we identified an error in the PRISMA dia-
gram, which stated that 0 references were found in the 
Cochrane Library. However, our initial strategy identified 
252 references from 1996 to 2021, of which no relevant 
references additional to the PubMed and Embase 
searches). Unfortunately, applying the proposed Embase 
and Web of Science searches yielded errors and did not 
return any results. We were unable to correct there errors. 
Therefore, we were unable to review additional references 
from these two databases. We contacted the authors to 
resolve this issue, and we would be happy to review the 
additionally found references to assure no relevant ar-
ticles were missed with our initial search.  
In conclusion, Tong and Schoones provide a more de-
tailed, elaborate search strategy, identifying additional ar-
ticles compared with our initial search. Reviewing these 
additional references did not yield any additional relevant 
articles for meta-analysis. Therefore, we conclude that the 
reported results in our manuscript remain unaffected. 
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