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The first apparatuses for taking pictures under the
microscope were developed in the late 19th century.
The Ernst Leitz's company catalog from 1899 includ-

ed an instrument for “projecting microscopic objects and tak-
ing photo-micrographs”,1 but the images obtained from
these bulky devices were in gray scale and of very low qual-
ity. For a substantial improvement in the field of micropho-
tography we had to wait until 1935, when the Kodak com-
pany launched the first multilayer photographic film that
was capable of providing detailed color images. So, at the
time of the birth of Haematologica in 1920, the only way to
reproduce color images of cells and tissues seen under a
microscope was to rely exclusively on the skill of specialized
artists who could draw them. The images reproduced on the
covers of the previous issues of Haematologica testify to the
extraordinary ability of these artists. However, a drawing
has a large margin of subjectivity and it is only the credibility
of the author that testifies to its accuracy. To overcome this
limit, starting in the 1930s, papers began to appear in
Haematologica which reported gray scale, low resolution
photographic images associated with a color drawing of the
same microscopic field. With this approach, the authors
intended to combine the objectivity of photography with

the ability of the designed plates to reproduce the smallest
details. It was the end of an era, and a new one began.  

The cover image of this issue of Haematologica was creat-
ed by juxtaposing the photographic image of a cytological
preparation alongside the image of the same microscopic
field drawn by hand. The original images are shown in
Figure 1. They were taken from an article published in
Haematologica in 1936 by Edoardo Storti,2 a pupil of Adolfo
Ferrata and, decades later, one of the most active Editors of
Haematologica. In the article, Storti reported on a patient
with acute erythremic myelosis (now known as pure ery-
throid leukemia), thus providing further confirmation of the
existence of this disease, described for the first time in
Haematologica by Giovanni Di Guglielmo in 1928.3,4 
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Figure 1. Peripheral blood (buffy coat smear) of a patient with acute erythremic myelosis. These images have been taken from an article published in Haematologica by
Edoardo Storti in 19362 and the photo in gray scale was used to testify the genuineness of the color drawing.


