
page 1 

Manuscript no. HAEMATOL/2012/069807 entitled “The murine growth differentiation 
factor 15 is not essential for systemic iron homeostasis in phlebotomized mice“ 

Authors: Guillem Casanovas, Maja Vujić Spasić, Carla Casu, Stefano Rivella, Jens Strelau, 
Klaus Unsicker, and Martina U. Muckenthaler 

Information about the contributions of each person named as having participated in the 
study 
 
1) Guarantor(s), i.e., person(s) who is (are) responsible for the integrity of the work as a 
whole: 
• Guillem Casanovas, Boston Children’s Hospital / Harvard Medical School, 

guillem.casanovas@childrens.harvard.edu 
• Martina U. Muckenthaler, Department of Pediatric Oncology, Hematology and Immunology, 

University Hospital of Heidelberg, martina.muckenthaler@med.uni-heidelberg.de 
 
According to the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) 
(http://www.icmje.org/ethical_1author.html): “Authorship credit should be based on: 1) 
substantial contributions to conception and design, acquisition of data, or analysis and 
interpretation of data; 2) drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual 
content; and 3) final approval of the version to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1, 
2, and 3 ……………………. Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the 
research group alone does not constitute authorship”. 
 
The guarantors of this manuscript confirm that all persons designated as authors qualify for 
authorship, and that each author has participated sufficiently in the work to take public 
responsibility for appropriate portions of the content.  
 
2) Authors who participated in the conception of the study: Guillem Casanovas, Martina U. 
Muckenthaler 
 
3) Design & Methods. The following authors were responsible for specific investigations 
(please detail): 
• Guillem Casanovas, Maja Vujić Spasić and Martina U. Muckenthaler were responsible for the 

analysis of phlebotomized Gdf15-/- mice 
• Jens Strelau and Klaus Unsicker were responsible for the generation and handling of Gdf15-/- 

mice 
• Carla Casu and  Stefano Rivella were responsible for the analysis of th3/+ mice 
 
4) Results. The following authors were responsible for specific portions of the results, 
including figures and tables (please indicate the person responsible for each figure and each 
table):  
• Guillem Casanovas was responsible for tables 1 and S1, and figure 1 
• Maja Vujić Spasić was responsible for figure S1 
• Carla Casu and  Stefano Rivella were responsible for the analysis of th3/+ mice 
 
5) Writing the manuscript. The following authors were responsible for writing the 
manuscript:  
• Guillem Casanovas and Martina U. Muckenthaler were responsible for writing the manuscript 
 
 
6) Contributors Listed in Acknowledgments:  
 
The authors would like to thank Klaus Schmitt for his technical assistance with phlebotomies, 
and Raeka S. Aiyar and Julien Gagneur for their useful advice during the analysis of the data. 
 



page 2 

Martina U. Muckenthaler acknowledges funding from the E-RARE/BMBF project 01GM1005. Jens 
Strelau and Klaus Unsicker thank the German Research Foundation (DFG) for support of their 
research on GDF15. Stefano Rivella and Carla Casu are supported by the National Institutes of 
Health (NIDDK-1R01DK090554 to S.R.) 
 
 
 


