Manuscript no. HAEMATOL/2011/050351 entitled "IL28B polymorphisms influence
stage of the liver fibrosis and spontaneous or interferon-induced viral clearance in
thalassemia patients with hepatitis C virus infection”

Authors: Vito Di Marco, Fabrizio Bronte, Vincenza Calvaruso, Marcello Capra, Zelia
Borsellino, Aurelio Maggio, Maria Concetta Renda, Lorella Pitrolo, Maria Carmela
Lo Pinto, Michele Rizzo, Flavia Fiorenza, Calogera Gerardi, Stefania Grimaudo,
Antonietta Di Cristina, Massimo Levrero, and Antonio Craxi

Information about the contributions of each person named as having participated in
the study

1) Guarantors,

« Vito Di Marco,Sezione di Gastroenterologia ed Epatologia, Dipartimento Biomedico di Medicina
Interna e Specialistica, University of Palermo; vito.dimarco®@tin.it

« Antonio Craxi,Sezione di Gastroenterologia ed Epatologia, Dipartimento Biomedico di Medicina
Interna e Specialistica, University of Palermo; antonio.craxi®@unipa.it

According to the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE)
(http://www.icmje.org/ethical_1author.html): “Authorship credit should be based on: 1)
substantial contributions to conception and design, acquisition of data, or analysis and
interpretation of data; 2) drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual
content; and 3) final approval of the version to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1,
2, aNd 3 ..eeeeeeeeereennnes Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the
research group alone does not constitute authorship”.

The guarantors of this manuscript confirm that all persons designated as authors qualify for
authorship, and that each author has participated sufficiently in the work to take public
responsibility for appropriate portions of the content.

2) Authors who participated in the conception of the study: Vito Di Marco, Massimo Levrero,
Antonio Craxi

3) Design & Methods.

o Marcello Capra, Zelia Borsellino, Aurelio Maggio, Maria Concetta Renda, Lorella Pitrolo, Maria
Carmela Lo Pinto, Michele Rizzo, Flavia Fiorenza, Calogera Gerardi were responsible for
collection of the clinical data and collection of serum semples .

« Stefania Grimaudo, and Antonietta Di Cristina performed genetic tests,

4) Results.
» Fabrizio Bronte and Vincenza Calvaruso were responsible for the statistical analysis, figures
and tables

5) Writing the manuscript.
« Vito Di Marco, Massimo Levrero and Antonio Craxi analyzed data and wrote the paper

6) Contributors Listed in Acknowledgments:
Chiara Ferrandi, ParcoTecnologico Padano, Lodi, Italy, for technical assistance.

page 1



