
page 1 

Manuscript no. HAEMATOL/2011/050500 entitled “Mimicking the functional 
hematopoietic stem cell niche in vitro: recapitulation of marrow physiology by 
hydrogel-based three-dimensional cultures of mesenchymal stromal cells” 

 Authors: Monika B. Sharma, Lalita S. Limaye and Vaijayanti P. Kale 

Information about the contributions of each person named as having participated in 
the study 
 
1) Guarantor(s), i.e., person(s) who is (are) responsible for the integrity of the work as a whole: 
Monika Sharma, Lalita S. Limaye and  Vaijayanti P. Kale*  
Stem Cell laboratory, National Centre for Cell Science, University of Pune Campus, Ganeshkhind, 
Pune 411007, India.  
Email: vpkale@nccs.res.in vaijayanti.kale@gmail.com 
          lslimaye@nccs.res.in   
          monikamonii@gmail.com 
 
According to the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) 
(http://www.icmje.org/ethical_1author.html): “Authorship credit should be based on: 1) 
substantial contributions to conception and design, acquisition of data, or analysis and 
interpretation of data; 2) drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual 
content; and 3) final approval of the version to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1, 
2, and 3 ……………………. Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the 
research group alone does not constitute authorship”. 
 
The guarantors of this manuscript confirm that all persons designated as authors qualify for 
authorship, and that each author has participated sufficiently in the work to take public 
responsibility for appropriate portions of the content.  
 
2) Authors who participated in the conception of the study: Vaijayanti P. Kale  

3) Design & Methods. The following authors were responsible for specific investigations: 
• Monika Sharma performed the experiments, analyzed the data, prepared the figures and wrote 
the paper. 
• Lalita S. Limaye is a co-investigator of the study and participated in writing of the paper 
• Vaijayanti P. Kale analyzed the data, prepared the figures, designed the research, obtained 
the necessary funding and wrote and edited the paper.  
 
4) Results. The following authors were responsible for specific portions of the results, including 
figures and tables  
• Monika Sharma, Lalita S. Limaye and Vaijayanti Kale are responsible for all the results included 
in the paper.   
• Monika Sharma and Vaijayanti P. Kale are responsible for all the figures and tables included in 
the paper. 
 
5) Writing the manuscript. The following authors were responsible for writing the manuscript:  
• Monika Sharma, Lalita S. Limaye and Vaijayanti P. Kale  
 
6) Contributors Listed in Acknowledgments:  
Drs. Shirish Yande, R.L. Marathe, Prakash Daithankar and Dilip Ghaisas provided the clinical 
samples. Ashwini Atre provided the technical help in the image acquisition on confocal 
microscope. Hemangini, Pratibha and Swapnil provided the technical helping in the sample 
acquisition on flow cytometers.  

Financial support: This work was supported by a grant from the Department of Biotechnology, 
Government of India, New Delhi (BT/PR10055/MED/31/14/2007). 



page 2 

The authors declare that they did not have any assistance with the study design, data collection, 
data analysis or manuscript preparation. 
  
 
 
 


