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the irreplaceable image

Superficial thrombosis of a varicose vein of the 
abdominal wall as the first sign of an otherwise occult
locally-adavanced ovarian cancer

A growing amount of evidence has accumulated, since
Trousseau’s first report,1 demonstrating that cancer patients
often have activation of the hemostatic system,2-3 sometimes
leading to overt thromboembolic episodes. A 52-year old woman
presented to the Emergency Department complaining of pain
localized to a varicose vein of the abdominal wall (Figure 1 a/b);
a compression ultrasonography demonstrated that the vein
could not be compressed and the patient was discharged receiv-
ing low molecular weight heparin. A subsequent abdominal
ultrasonography showed the presence of a locally-advanced
ovarian tumor. Atypical thrombotic presentations may be asso-
ciated with an otherwise silent malignancy, suggesting the need
to screen patients with such presentations4 for a possible under-
lying cancer.

Camillo Porta,*# Marisa Barone,*° Maria Antonietta Bressan#

*Medicina Interna ed Oncologia Medica; °Servizio Malattie
Tromboemboliche; #Servizio di Pronto Soccorso ed

Accettazione, IRCCS Policlinico San Matteo,
27100 Pavia, Italy

Correspondence: Dr. Camillo Porta, MD, Medicina Interna ed
Oncologia Medica, Università degli Studi di Pavia, IRCCS
Policlinico San Matteo, 27100 Pavia, Italy. 
Phone: international +39.0382.502161. Fax: international
+39.0382.526223.  E-mail: c.porta@smatteo.pv.it

References

1. Trousseau A. Phlegmasia alba dolens. Lectures on clinical
Medicine. The New Sydenham Society, London 1868; 5:
281-331.

2. Prandoni P, Piccioli A, Girolami A. Cancer and venous
thromboembolism: an overview. Haematologica 1999; 84:
437-45.

3. Smorenburg S. Heparins, cancer and thrombosis. Clinical
and experimental studies. Thela Thesis Editions, Amster-
dam, 2000.

4. Barosi G, Marchetti M, Piovella F, Quaglini S. Cost-effec-
tiveness of post-routine screening for an occult cancer in
patients with idiopathic venous thromboembolism. Haema-
tologica 1995; 80 (Suppl 2):61-5.

5. Pini M, Marchini L, Giordano A. strategies in venous throm-
boembolism. Haematologica 1999; 84:535-40.

6. Agnelli G. Clinical significance of non clinical end-points in
studies on the prevention of venous thromboembolism.
Haematologica 1999; 84(EHA4 Educational Book):82-4.

Figure 1a/b - A 52-year old woman complained of pain localized to a varicose vein of the abdominal wall; objectively, the
vein was markedly ectasic, of increased consistency and painful at palpation, while the surrounding skin was swollen and
inflamed.




