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International Committee of Medical Journal
Editors (ICMJE): Uniform Requirements for
Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals:
writing and editing for biomedical publication
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A small group of editors of general medical journals
met informally in Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1978
to establish guidelines for the format of manuscripts
submitted to their journals. The group became known
as the Vancouver Group. Its requirements for manuscripts, including formats for bibliographic references
developed by the National Library of Medicine, were
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first published in 1979. The Vancouver Group expanded and evolved into the International Committee of
Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE), which meets annually. The ICMJE gradually has broadened its concerns to
include ethical principles related to publication in biomedical journals.
The ICJME has produced multiple editions of the
Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to
Biomedical Journals. Over the years, issues have arisen that go beyond manuscript preparation, resulting in
the development of a number of Separate Statements
on editorial policy. The entire Uniform Requirements
document was revised in 1997; sections were updated in May 1999 and May 2000. In May 2001, the ICMJE revised the sections related to potential conflict of
interest. For the last revision (2003), the committee
revised and reorganized the entire document and
incorporated the Separate Statements into the text.
The Editorial Board of Haematologica invites all
authors to visit the ICJME web site (http://www.icmje.org/) and carefully read the following sections before
submitting a manuscript:
a) ethical considerations in the conduct and reporting of research;
b) publishing and editorial issues related to publication in biomedical journals;
c) manuscript preparation and submission.

Fo
u

7.

cord blood hematopoietic progenitors after successive freezing
and thawing procedures. Haematologica 2003;88:74-9.
Bruno S, Gunetti M, Gammaitoni L, Dane A, Cavalloni G, Sanavio
F, et al. In vitro and in vivo megakaryocyte differentiation of fresh
and ex-vivo expanded cord blood cells: rapid and transient
megakaryocyte reconstitution. Haematologica 2003;88:379-87.
Encabo A, Mateu E, Carbonell-Uberos F, Minana MD. IL-6 precludes the differentiation induced by IL-3 on expansion of CD34+
cells from cord blood. Haematologica 2003;88:388-95.
Sun R, Wei H, Zhang J, Tian Z. The effects of natural killer-cell
depletion on ex vivo expansion of hematopoietic progenitor cells
from umbilical cord blood. Haematologica 2003;88:561-9.
Cacoullos NT, Gritzapis AD, Tsitsilonis AE, Tsiatas ML, Baxevanis
CN, Papamichail M. Efficacy of novel culture environments on the
ex vivo expansion kinetics of cord blood progenitor cells. Haematologica 2002;87:320-1.
Zhai QL, Qiu LG, Li Q, Meng HX, Han JL, Herzig RH, et al. Shortterm ex vivo expansion sustains the homing-related properties of
umbilical cord blood hematopoietic stem and progenitor cells.
Haematologica 2004;89:265-272.

264

haematologica 2004; 89(3):March 2004

